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A local nonprofit and the Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area are teaming up to help an increasing numbers of refugees, primarily from Myanmar, formerly Burma, settle in the Frederick area, adapt and find work.

From 3 to 5 p.m. Monday, Lutheran Social Services will host a refugee and immigrant open house at the offices of LIFE and Discovery, a local educational corporation, at 1 W. Second St. in Frederick . The phone number is 301-694-6838.

The event will mark the kickoff of a collaboration between the two groups, which will bring a caseworker with Lutheran Social Services to LIFE and Discovery's office each Monday, said Larrie Warren, director of Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area.

That group receives referrals from the U.S. Department of State to settle refugees from around the world in the United States by helping them obtain ID cards and access to social services, housing and employment.

The idea arose a few months ago, when an ad hoc group of education officials, local Myanmar pastors, members from the Maryland Office for Refugees and Asylees and others started meeting to discuss the future of local refugees, Warren said.

While Warren didn't know the exact number of refugees, the local Myanmar population -- many of whom are ethnic Chin and are persecuted for their Christian beliefs in Myanmar -- could be around a couple of hundred.

The figure is growing, as a result of secondary migration taking place -- that is, when refugees, mostly from Texas, find relatives living in Frederick and move here to join them, Warren said.

The group, which loosely calls itself Burmese Concerns, was finding it more difficult to get work in the area, as well as how to provide other services for this community, he said.

Elizabeth Chung, executive director of LIFE and Discovery, then offered a space, complete with computers and Internet access, for a Lutheran Social Services case worker to visit regularly.

The caseworker, Chan Thuii, is an ethnic Chin and knows many in the local community, Warren said.

"It's sort of working out real nice," he said.

Cartoon protest

The Frederick County chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People joined other NAACP groups from across the state in Baltimore to protest a New York Post cartoon at the center of a recent national debate.

The cartoon, which showed police shooting an ape with a caption stating "I guess they'll have to find someone else to write the next stimulus bill," shared space on the page with a photo of President Barack Obama signing a stimulus bill.

Members of the local NAACP joined about 100 others last Thursday as they delivered a letter to Rupert Murdoch, who owns the Post, 
asking the company to fire the cartoonist, the editor-in-chief and to increase diversity in the newsroom.

Many people saw the cartoon as a call to murder the president, said Guy Djoken, president of the local chapter of the NAACP.

International Day 
for Women

Sunday is the International Day for Women, and Frederick Interfaith and Frederick Section of the National Council for Jewish Women will present "Building Bridges of Understanding: Video and Discussion."

The event, which will include a video presentation that features brief explanations of 11 different religions, will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Unity Church in Frederick .

A discussion about the video and the beliefs and customs of people with different faiths will follow. 

