Frederick celebrates Lunar New Year
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Crowds shopping in Francis Scott Key Mall this afternoon were treated to a smattering of Frederick County’s vibrant Asian culture at the third annual Lunar New Year kickoff event.

Lunar New Year, often called Chinese New Year, is one of the most important holidays of many Asian cultures.

Performers and vendors showcased their talents as passersby gathered around central stage to watch or take part.

Billy Greer, part-owner of Jing Ying Institute, of Arnold, and a handful of his students opened the event with the Chinese Lion Dance.

Dancers donning an elaborate lion costume lurched and heaved about as a percussion troupe banged on a barrel-sized drum and crashed cymbals together.

The alarming sights and sounds of the Lion Dance are meant to ward off bad luck in the new year.

For more on the story, check Sunday's edition of The Frederick News-Post. 

