Event celebrates Year of the Ox
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The Wong People, a group from Washington, perform the dragon dance as part of the Lunar New Year Celebration held Saturday night at Tuscarora High School.


Officially, the Chinese and Asian New Year began Jan. 26. 

Unofficially, in Frederick , the fifth annual Asian Spring, A New Year Celebration relaunched The Year of the Ox on Saturday night at Tuscarora High School.

More than 1,000 people turned out to sample Asian cuisine, learn about cultural and language programs, and enjoy 15 performances representing different Asian musical, dance and singing traditions.

Elizabeth Chung, who helped organize the event through Life and Discovery, a nonprofit educational institute that focuses on minority education, health and community development issues, noted that China, Korea and Vietnam share the lunar calendar. They and other nations were represented.

"Indian, Pakistani, Nepalese and Burmese -- of which there is a large segment in Frederick -- are also represented in the activities," Chung said. "In Frederick , the Asian community has grown 150 percent over the last six years, and this is an opportunity to see our community come together."

Restaurants at the event included the Clay Oven, an Indian restaurant; the Vietnamese-owned Lucky Corner, and the Chinese Asian Garden.

The first performance, by the Wong People, a troupe from Washington, opened with a Chinese "Lucky Lion" dragon dance. That was followed by proclamations welcoming the Lunar New Year and highlighting the contributions of Asian-Americans, read by Amjad Riar, of the Governor's Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs, and Katie Groh, of the Frederick County Board of Education.

Other performers scheduled included the Washington Guzheng Society, a group of nine young people each playing an instrument somewhat similar to the sitar. Also included were performers from the Asian American Arts Center and the Yellow River Art Ensemble, both in Washington, the Frederick -based Burmese Chin Dance Group, and local Indian singers performing Bollywood standards.

"A lot of these performers have played the Kennedy Center, and this is an opportunity to see them for $6 without driving to Washington," Chung said. 

More than 25 tables were set up in the school cafeteria, offering information on topics as varied as henna tattoos, local Asian churches, language classes and health initiatives.

Robert Lee, who grew up in Hawaii, comes each year with his wife, Siew Lee, who is Malaysian.

"We come from similar cultures, though we have different ethnicities," Lee said. "We want to support Elizabeth Chung and the work she does, and we want to get together and meet new people. We also like the dancing and singing. It's a social event, that's what we like."

David Nguyen of Hoi Thanh Baptist Church Tinh Thuong in Germantown, a Vietnamese congregation, teamed up with the owners of the Lucky Corner to do outreach at the event. Volunteers from the church served egg rolls, rice, soup and chicken donated by the restaurant.

"We needed each other," Nguyen said, laughing. 

