Celebration kicks off Lunar New Year
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Terry Dennsion belly dances during the Asian Spring Kick-off Event Program at FSK Mall.


Crowds shopping in Francis Scott Key Mall on Saturday afternoon were treated to a smattering of Frederick County's vibrant Asian culture at the third annual Lunar New Year kickoff event.

Lunar New Year, often called Chinese New Year, is one of the most important holidays of many Asian cultures. 

Performers and vendors showcased their talents as passersby gathered around central stage to watch or take part.

Billy Greer, part-owner of Jing Ying Institute, of Arnold, and a handful of his students opened the event with the Chinese Lion Dance.

Dancers donning an elaborate lion costume lurched and weaved about as a percussion troupe banged on a barrel-sized drum and crashed cymbals 
together.

The alarming sights and sounds of the Lion Dance are meant to ward off bad luck in the new year.

Greer said it was the institute's second year performing at the kickoff event. His group also gave martial arts performances.

For Chinese New Year, Greer said, the Jing Ying Institute usually holds week-long workshops on calligraphy, Tai Chi and the Lion Dance.

Christine Borman-Bozick, of Emmitsburg , often brings her son, Brendan, to cultural events. Borman-Bozick, a former art teacher, said she was pleased that Frederick is growing in diversity. 

"I think it's important," she said.

Sherry Wolfle and Jordan Tran, who munched on free sushi and dumplings, said they hadn't realized the event would be taking place.

Wolfle and Tran, who attend Tuscarora High School, said they loved the Lion Dance and martial arts displays.

Ellen Chang, who has organized the event since it started three years ago, said she has seen public demand for the Lunar New Year grow. When it started, Chang said, there were eight vendors and sponsors. This year, there were 29.

Bea Wang, of Frederick , said she was surprised that the Lunar New Year incorporated so many Asian cultures besides Chinese.

Wang, originally from Thailand, said she was planning on attending another Chinese New Year event in Washington today.

Pamela Munjal, of the Indian Association of Frederick , said the event was a great way to learn how other countries and cultures celebrate the new year.

"I love the idea," Munjal said. 

